Beneficial effect of rituximab monotherapy in multifocal motor neuropathy.
Multifocal motor neuropathy (MMN) is a chronic, pure motor, asymmetric neuropathy for which intravenous immunoglobulin (IVIg) is widely regarded as first-line treatment. Rituximab is a monoclonal antibody against CD20+ cells that causes prolonged B cell depletion, a well-tolerated therapy currently explored in several immune-mediated neurologic disorders. We report three patients with MMN, who had become increasingly less responsive to IVIg but showed sustained clinical improvement following rituximab monotherapy. We provide a review of the literature on rituximab for MMN and conclude that rituximab may represent an efficacious, well-tolerated and cost-effective therapeutic option for MMN patients with declining response to IVIg.